Episode 4 Hints
PITSTOP
1. What if God was not a just God? Describe what it would be like to be ruled by a corrupt God or by a God
who didn’t care about justice.
There are many examples of human rulers who have been corrupted by power or just didn’t care about doing what
was right. People who live under this kind of rule live in fear and live without hope. It would be a terrifying thought
to live under the rule of a God like that.
2. What good reasons are there for taking what Jesus said about heaven and hell seriously?
When you study the words of Jesus you’ll see that they were powerful, honest and loving. When Jesus spoke
about future events in his life, they were always proved to be true.
3. How close to God’s perfect line are you?
When asked this question we tend to compare ourselves with other people rather than with God’s standard. You
can probably think of people further away than you are and other people who are closer than you are. The problem
is, however good or bad you are, you are still the wrong side of the line. No-one is perfect, all have sinned.

FINDING DIRECTION
Bible Reading Luke chapter 23 verses 38-43
1. Why didn’t Jesus save himself? (v39)
Jesus’ death was a sacrifice; he died so that others could be saved. If he’d saved himself then no-one else could
have been saved.
2. What does the other criminal admit to be true in verse 41?
He admits that he is personally guilty, that he is the wrong side of the line. He knows that he has sinned and
deserves God’s punishment.
3. What did he see in Jesus that led him to make his request in verse 42?
Jesus didn’t look powerful at this point in the story but the criminal saw that Jesus was innocent and had the power
to forgive him his sin and secure him a place in the life to come.
4. Did either of the two criminals deserve a place with Jesus in paradise (heaven)?
No, they were both as guilty as each other. They were both the wrong side of the line.
5. Do you think that you deserve a place in paradise?
Nobody deserves a place in paradise; we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s standard.

© Changing Lanes, 2013
www.changinglanes.org.uk

Page 1

Episode 4 Hints
FINDING DIRECTION CONTINUED
6. What surprised you most about this story?
The story shows that paradise (heaven) is not a reward, it’s a gift, made possible by Jesus. The one thing that
made a difference in this story was faith. One criminal believed (had faith) that Jesus could save him, so he asked
him to.
7. How can we be sure that God is serious about sin and serious about saving us?
Jesus’ death on the cross proves that God is serious about both. God didn’t let us off with our sin; Jesus was
punished for it. Jesus didn’t save himself; he died to make it possible for us to be saved.
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